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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church in 
America. We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of 
the Word this morning as we celebrate the Third Sunday after Epiphany. 
Please register your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY 
COMMUNION is celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on 
Festival Sundays. All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/


THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY JANUARY 26, 2025 
  

 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
O God of strength, whose power rules over all creation, come by Your Spirit to 
strengthen and to help us in our times of weakness, and to use us for Your 
service and for Your will.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 
 
PRELUDE “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” arr. Wood 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen 
 

P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 

*OPENING HYMN            “We Are Marching in the Light” WOV 650 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand   LBW—Green Hymnal    WOV—Blue Hymnal 



*KYRIE 

 

 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 



 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You sent Your Son to proclaim Your kingdom and to teach with 
authority. Anoint us with the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we, too, may bring 
good news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to 
the captive; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
BELL ANTHEM  “On Eagle's Wings”   arr. Thompson 
Bell Ensemble 



FIRST LESSON  NEHEMIAH 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10 
A The First Lesson is from the eighth chapter of Nehemiah. 

And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the 
Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law 
of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest 
brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all 
who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh 
month. 3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate 
from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the 
women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people 
were attentive to the Book of the Law. 5 And Ezra opened the book in 
the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he 
opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great 
God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 
hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their 
faces to the ground. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, 
clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the 
reading. 

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, 
and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day 
is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people 
wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go 
your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone 
who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be 
grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”  
 

A Here ends the reading. 
 

PSALM  PSALM 19 
The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
 and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3Although they have no words or language, 
and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, 
 and their message to the ends of the world. 
5In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
 and runs about to the end of it again; 
 nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
 



7The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is clear  

and gives light to the eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold,  

more than much fine gold, 
 sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can tell how often he offends? 
 Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable in your sight, 
 O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 
 

SECOND LESSON  1 CORINTHIANS 12:12–31 
A The second lesson is from the twelfth chapter of First Corinthians. 

 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the 
foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the 
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body 
were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body 
were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If 
all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there 
are many parts, yet one body. 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again 
the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the 
parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on 
those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the 
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater 
modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God 
has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked 



it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members 
may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all 
suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And 
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, 
and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are 
all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? 
Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the 
higher gifts. 
And I will show you a still more excellent way. 
 

A Here ends the reading. 
 

*VERSE 

 
 

*GOSPEL  LUKE 4:14–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 

 
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report 
about him went out through all the surrounding country. 15 And he 
taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as 
was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he 
stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to 
him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
    and recovering of sight to the blind, 
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 



20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And 
he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.”  

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

*HYMN  “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” LBW 559 
 

SERMON 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

ANTHEM “Like a Lighthouse” Choplin 
 

*OFFERTORY

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



*THE PRAYERS 
Let us draw near to the Throne of Grace, offering prayer and supplication on 
behalf of the Church, the world, and one another. 

A brief silence 
Lord God, thank you for your Word, given to us as Holy Scripture, the sure 
foundation for life as your beloved community. Thank you for your Word made 
flesh in your Son, Jesus Christ. Conform our lives to His. Send us with your 
Word to all who are blinded by distractions, deafened by voices of pleasure 
and power, lamed by suffering, imprisoned by sin, and impoverished in body, 
mind, or spirit. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

(Other intercessions are offered) 
P Into your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” LBW 488 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POSTLUDE “Postlude in D”  Lemmens 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015.  Scripture quotations 

are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
CCLI Streaming License #11425682. 

 

A Nursery/Cry Room is available on the second floor of the Education Building for those who 
may need it. 

 

Everyone is invited for a time of fellowship following 
worship in the Gathering space after worship. 
 

 



Katie’s Cupboard Supply List 

Personal Care Items 

• Shampoo/conditioner, Soap, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes 
• Moisturizer, Pads/tampons, Diapers/wipes, Deodorant, 

Paper Products 
• Paper towels, Toilet paper, Kleenex 

Nonperishable Foods 

• Peanut butter and jelly in plastic 
• Boxed/bagged grains/beans: rice, couscous, quinoa, red beans, 

white beans 
• Pasta: dry pasta, bagged pasta meals, mac n’ cheese 
• Pasta sauce in plastic, Cereal: cold and hot 
• Peanut butter and other snack crackers 
• Applesauce, Dried fruits, Granola bars 

Canned complete meals (Dinty Moore, Lasagna, Spaghetti O’s) 
Canned vegetables, Called fruits 
Dry Goods (coffee, hot chocolate, tea, flour, powdered milk, 
sugar), Cake mixes, cornbread mixes, muffin/pastry mixes 
Canned meats (SPAM, Vienna sausage, tuna, chicken) 

 

We also welcome cash donations so that the Social Ministry Committee 
can do the shopping for you.  Thank you for your support!   
 

 

Electronic Giving is Good for  

You and the Church 

You can now make a contribution to our 
church through a mobile app!  

 
 

Scan the QR code for St. John’s Lutheran Church: Options 
Include: Local Expenses, Improvement Fund, Benevolence, 
Capital Appeal, Evangelism, Sunday School, Youth, World 
Hunger, Katie’s Cupboard and Other. When choosing 
“Other” please indicate which fund you are contributing 
to. Thank you for supporting your church. 

 
“Give according to your income,  

lest God make your income  

according to your giving.” 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHNS 
 

Today 1/26 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 After Worship Congregational Meeting 
 12:30 p.m. Youth Return from Quake 
 

Wednesday 1/29 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 5:30 p.m. New Bells 

 6:30 p.m. Senior Bells 
 7:30 p.m. Senior Choir 
 

Thursday 1/30 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 2:45 p.m. Catechism 
 7:00 p.m. Catechism 
 

Sunday 2/2 8:30 a.m. Rock of Our Salvation Worship 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 
 
The flower chart for 2025 has been posted in the narthex. Please 
take this opportunity to sign up for the dates that you would like to 
place flowers on the altar in memory or in honor of a loved one or 
special event. You may also call the church office. Flowers have 
increased to $75.00 for the 2025 year.  
 
 

Heading into the hospital? 
 If you or a member of your family is 
hospitalized, please contact the office  
@ 724-548-2051. Because of confidentiality 

issues, the hospitals are not as helpful in notifying us as 
they once were. 
 
 
 

 

Historical binders can be 
found in the Gathering Space.  

They will be available throughout the year. 
 

http://www.pediatriabasadaenpruebas.com/2017/05/de-la-ley-151997-las-nuevas-formas-de.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
 

Assisting Minister    Sara Shafer 
Lector Roger Mechling 
Acolyte Ashlynn Zurn 
Welcome team The Youngs & Rupps 
Camera Operator Keith Livengood 
    

STAFF MEMBERS 
 

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Angela B. Clever 
Sexton  TBA 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 
 

The flowers on the altar this morning are presented to 
the Glory of God and in loving memory of Joan George 

by her husband Robert, daughters Lisa, Molly and Betsy 
and their families. 

 

OUR MISSION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 
 

For 200 years St. John’s has been a bright beacon  
of Christ’s light and life for the world. 

 

200 years and the work continues: 
That all might know Christ’s Love. 

 


