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I NEED YOU 
Every once in a while I hear people say, “I don’t need 
to go to church.”  Besides breaking the third 
commandment, (God asks and expects us to be in 
church), the problem with this is that “I” need you to 
be in church.   
 

 “I need you to believe” is an article I read in the 
Lutheran Forum Newsletter.  The author talked about 
how when going through an extended, difficult illness 
there were times when she lost her faith in God.  It 
was only because of those who surrounded her in 
faith and prayer that she got through those tough 
times. 
 

There have been times in my life when I was so sick I 
couldn’t take care of myself.  Those around me 
nursed me back to health.  There are times when I 
have had to nurse others back to physical health.  
The same is true of our spiritual health.  There are 
spiritually healthy times and spiritually sick times in 
our lives and the lives of those around us.  We need 
each other!  I may feel like I don’t need the church, 
but the fact is that others need me. 
 

We are constantly under attack from Sin, Death, and 
the Devil.  Alone, we are easy prey.  Together, we 
help each other through the times of doubt and 
sorrow.  We remind each other that we are not alone.  
Even and especially when I feel alone or abandoned 
by God, I need to be reminded that God is with me—
whether I feel His presence or not.  I need to be 
surrounded by those of faith and prayer in order to 
sustain my faith.  The devil wants us alone.  He wants 
to convince us that “we do not need to go to church.”  
The fact is, we need each other. 
 

See you in worship,  

 
Church Picnic 

Sunday, August 12, 2018 
12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Belmont Complex Large Pavilion 
Drinks, hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided. 

Please bring your own tableware  
and a covered dish or 

dessert to share.   
Don’t forget your swim suit and sunscreen! 

Please RSVP to church office, 724-548-2051 or write 
your name on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex if 

you’ll be attending and  
what item You’ll be bringing  

so we know how much food to purchase. 
Deadline to RSVP: SUNDAY, AUGUST 5, 2018 

Pavilion rental is until 3:30 p.m.,  
but we can stay and swim and enjoy the day!   

Hope to see you there!!!!! 
 

Folk Festival Help Needed 
Youth and Parents, to fill in 2-3 hour time slots to be 
the parking lot attendees during the Folk Festival, 
August 2, 3 & 4. Proceeds go to World Hunger and 
Youth Activities. Please see Julie if you can help! 
Thanks!  
Also needed on Sunday, August 5 from 3 – 6 p.m.  
St. John’s will be manning the food pavilion.  We 
need 10 volunteers.  If you can help, please see 
Pastor Johnson to sign up. 

St. John’s Live Broadcast 
The St. John’s worship service is being broadcast 
live on Family Life TV (channel 23) and on the 
Internet via Family Life.org each Sunday at 11:00 
a.m. 
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Joy Lunch 
Come join the: JOY Lunch Bunch 

Noon On Wednesday, August 8, 2018 
In the Social Hall 

All those attending are asked to bring  
a side dish/dessert to share.   
We will provide fried chicken! 

Program: History of Kittanning  
by the Kittanning Historical Society. 
A free-will donation is taken to help with  
the meat entrée and program expenses. 
ALL AGES INVITED!!!  Bring a Friend! 

Please RSVP to church office, 724-548-2051,  
no later than August 6, 2018 

 

. Mark Your Calendars 
August 2-5 Folk Festival 
August 12 Church Picnic: Belmont Pool 
Aug 15-17 NALC National Convocation 
September 9 Rally Day 
September 16 Youth Group Kick-off 
September 23 Progressive Workshop Dinner 
October 21 Harvest Home 
October 28 Reformation 
November 11 Veterans Day 
 Thrivent Turkey Dinner 
December 2 Christmas Concert 

 

 
Sharing the Bounty 

At times our gardens under produce and at times they 
over produce.  Over producing gives us the 
opportunity to share with others. We will have a 
designated table in the new narthex for you to share 
your over abundance with others. 

Please feel free to take from the table what 
you like and can use. Some weeks there may be lots, 
others maybe not so much.  You do not need to put 
anything on the table in order to enjoy a share from 
the table. There will be a container with plastic bags 
under the table for your goodies. Enjoy! 

 

 
 

➢ There was no Council meeting in July. 
 

A complete copy of the approved minutes from 
each month is posted on bulletin boards 
in the Narthex and Education Building. 

 

Your Church Council members are always 
available for your questions and concerns: 

Charlesetta Bleakney   724-543-6168 
Lisa Crytzer    724-545-9328 
Sharon Febinger   724-543-2413 
Tammy Fleeger   724-297-5889 
Tyler Heller    724-919-8014 
Brock Hodak    724-664-4345 
Diana Ignatz    Unlisted 
Rick John    724-297-5319 
Dennis Lager    724-543-5274 
Keith Livengood    724-664-4063 
John Swanson    724-548-8992 
Nick Wranich    724-548-5121 

 

 

 CHURCH MUSIC NOTES 

A big thank you to the following: Dirk Ahlgrim, Jordain 
Bowser, Cassidy, Delaney, and Marlee Smith, Gene 
Hughes, Jeanette Nestor, Olivia and Sophia 
Whiteman for providing special music during the June 
and July worship services!  
     Also, thanks and appreciation to Pastor and the 
congregation for sending flowers and well wishes   
upon completion of my studies this past summer. 
     The Senior Choir will rehearse  Wednesday 
August 29, 2018 at 7:00 pm and handbell rehearsals 
will resume on September 5.   
      JUNIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS begin Sunday 
September 16 at 9:30 a.m downstairs in the 
Education Building. 

Rebecca Veith 

Organist/Director of Music 
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Thank You’s for July are on the thank you 
page of the Newsletter.  

 

 

       To collect donations for our 

Youth and Lutheran World Relief… 

Folk Fest, AUGUST 2nd-5th Parking Lot volunteers… 

For any 2 or 3-hour time frames for the following days 

and times… 
• Thursday 5-8pm 

• Friday 5-8pm 

• Saturday 2-4, 4-7 

 

RALLY DAY BREAKFAST  

9:45AM SUNDAY SEPT. 9TH 

JOIN US TO KICKOFF  

THE NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR! 

WE’LL START THE NEW YEAR WITH  

GREAT MUSIC, ACTIVITIES, AND 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ORIENTATION!  

DON’T MISS OUR KICKOFF  

TO A NEW YEAR 
 

FIND A CLASS FOR YOU!               SUNDAY 

SCHOOL EVERY SUNDAY 9:50-10:40AM, DURING THE SCHOOL 

YEAR….  

WE HAVE ADULT CLASSES, AS WELL AS SUNDAY 

SCHOOL FOR AGES PRE-K-12TH GRADE! DIVE INTO 

GOD’S WORD! 

  

 
Children’s Hour  
EVERY WEDNESDAY or THURSDAY 
9:30-11:00am          ages 2 ½ -5yrs   
Sign up Anytime             Cost: $1 wk Donation 
Join us…. for our Fun-and-Faith-Filled, exceptional program that 
is available for all potty-trained children ages 2 ½ to 5 yrs. old. 
Moms, Grandparents, Caregivers, Babies all welcome! Every 
week, we present a structured Children’s program that blends 
preschool concepts with fun Biblical lessons. Children develop 

their creativity and imagination with crafts, games, Bible Stories, 
lessons, and snacks, and hands-on activities to learn Biblical 
values and have preschool fun!  The cost is just a donation of 

$1.00 per class/NOT required to pay to attend! 

FALL 2018 Begins Wednesday Sept. 12th & Thursday Sept. 
13th AT St. John’s Lutheran Church 218 N. Jefferson, Right next to the 

Library!  Please join us or tell someone that may be interested!!… 
Call 724-548-2051 or   email   stjohnskittanning@windstream.net 

please see Julie Smith 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.seeyouatignition.com/ 

YOUTH EVENT 6TH-12TH GRADE 

Murrysville, Pa 

Saturday Sept. 23rd 
Meet in the parking lot at 4:30pm 

Cost $10/person, which covers dinner on the way 

down and the ticket for the event.  

Please see Julie if you need any assistance with cost 

 

 

Wednesday  

September 26th!  

Gather to pray at  

Your school!  

 
FAITH GIRLZ 
KICK OFF EVENT 6-7PM 
TUESDAY SEPT. 25TH 

YOUR HEART BEAT! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
SEPTEMBER 9TH: RALLY DAY FUN!  

SEPTEMBER 12th and 13th: CHILDREN’S HOUR 

BEGINS!  9:30-11AM 

SEPTEMBER 16TH: YOUTH GROUP KICK OFF!  

6:30-8PM        GRADES 6-12 

SEPTEMBER 23rd: YOUTH GROUP EVENT AT 

IGNITION, MCMURRAY GRADES 6-12 

SEPTEMBER 25TH: FAITH GIRLZ KICK OFF 6-7PM 

SEPTEMBER 30th: GRADES 6-8 YOUTH GROUP  

6:30-8PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:stjohnskittanning@windstream.net
http://www.seeyouatignition.com/
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Sunday School: It’s the most important 

education your child can learn! God’s Word! 

We have great curriculum, and fantastic 

teachers. We have Sunday school for all 

ages Pre-K and up!  

 

Children’s Events: Like Vacation Bible School, 

our Veggie Tales party, Easter Egg Hunt and 

More… includes children ages nursery 

through 5th grade, presenting God’s 

Awesome Word, with super-amazingly fun 

activities. 

 

Youth Group: grades 6-12, NEW FOR 2018-

2019 SCHOOL YEAR… We will be splitting 

some of our Youth events 6th-8th grade and 

9th-12th grade…. Our activities include, Youth 

events, service projects Sunday evening 

gatherings, with epic games, snacks, and 

more, focusing on our relationship with God! 

  

 

Children’s Hour: Our program is for ages 2 to 

5, that meets throughout the school year, 

every Wednesday and Thursday, both days 

present the same lesson. Super fun, and 

parents and caregivers welcome!  

 

Faith Girlz: Girls ages 8 and up, we cover 

topics like friendship, reading the Bible, being 

healthy, and Christian music. We make cool 

crafts and have a healthy snack. 

 

Youth Summer Trips: Include a variety of 

opportunities, which include Mission trips, 

Youth Gatherings, educational experiences, 

and more! We combine service and epic 

fun, in Jesus name, …like our mission trip 

serving Nile Lutheran Church in Rochester, 

and an awesome day at Niagara Falls. Ages 

vary depending on specific plans, and trips 

rotate throughout the year depending on 

schedules and availability. 

 

 

 

IN-TENTS Camp: Every Summer in Somerset 

County, is a fantastic week for youth 6th-12th 

grade. Youth from our entire NALC Mid-North 

East Mission district meet for the week and 

camp in tents. We host phenomenal 

speakers, service events, sports, outdoor fun, 

games, friendships, camp fire, worship, small 

groups and more! 

 

Lutherlyn Day Camp: is one week, every 

summer, hosted at St. John’s. This program is 

led by Lutherlyn Counselors and is for 

children entering grades 1 through 5.  

 

Camp Lutherlyn: is available for kids entering 

1st-12th grade, as well as family camps, and 

more, throughout the year, and during the 

summer. Which include a variety of interests, 

super-fun activities, camp fire, friendships, 

worship, and a great camp experience. 

Communion Classes: For students entering 

5th grade, who have not received 

Communion yet, Pastor leads a one-week 

program during the summer. 

 

Catechism: For students in 7th and 8th 

grade, who will be making their 

Confirmation. Students meet with Pastor 

every Thursday at 2:45pm or 7pm, during the 

school year, for a 2-year program. This 

program covers The Bible, the Lutheran faith 

and history, The 10 commandments, The 

Lord’s Prayer, The Creed and More.  

 

 

Serving at Worship: Students 6th-12th grade 

have an opportunity to serve at worship as 

an acolyte, camera operator, and more. 

Rock of Salvation Band musicians….  

….  Vocal Choir, Regular Vocal Choir, New 

Bells, and Chimes, led by Rebecca Veith, 

meets weekly through the school year to 

practice, with concerts and many 

opportunities to share your talents at worship! 

 
If you have any questions about our Children 

and Youth programs, please see Julie Smith 
 

Jesus        
Centered 

Gospel Focused 

Faith Growing 
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2       Joseph Acerni, John Henry                                        
3 Teresa Zydonik, Randy Sedwick, 
Philip Duncan 
4 Robert Pfeister, Tom Simmons 
5 Katie Acerni 
6 Jon Livingston 
8 Tenley Balla, Joe Campbell 

9 Stephen Livengood 
10 Emily Graff, Ava Dosch 
11 Lois Farester, Mark Dongilli 
12 Kathy Hooks 
13 Rose Debnar, Corbin Bowser, Kylea Zimmerman, 

Ava Rupp 
14 Gary Zurn 
15 Bob Helm 
16 Gene Hughes 
17 Olivia Whiteman 
19 Christine Whiteman, Julius Kuruc 
21 Jessica Simmons, Emily Rodgers, Andi Dosch 
22 Judy Kozlosky, Dennis Kirkpatrick,  
 Sarah Spatafore 
23 Sylvia Krauser, Harvey Wingard, Betty Mitchell 
24 Virginia Brown 
25 Tracy Trulick 
26 Seth Bowser, Leroy Zacherl 
27 Shirley Stitt 
28 Ashlynn Zurn, Brenna Zurn, 
29 Joan George, Donovan Crawford, Parker Crawford 
30 Hadley Heller, Victoria Fitzgerald 
31 Todd Stitt 
 

If your birthday does not appear and you would like it to, 
please contact the church office. 

 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry:  
Please consider joining our 
ministry.  The need for 
shawls has increased and 
we are in need of people 
who are willing to touch 

the lives of those who are ill or grieving by 
making a shawl and offer hope, comfort and 
God’s love. Fleece blankets are also welcomed. 
The mystery of the Prayer-Shawl is not in yarn or 
the needles, but in the action of God. Our hope is to 
discover God working in the lives of the ones we 
are praying for. God is also working in the lives of 
the knitters and crocheters. Anyone interested in 
knitting or crocheting a shawl is welcome.  This can 
also be a time to learn to knit or crochet. Shawls 
are created at home on your own time and at your 
own speed.  Please bring completed shawls to the 
office.  Prayer tags are available for you to sign so 
recipients know who made the shawl.  Next Prayer 
Shawl Blessing will be Harvest Home Sunday, 
October 21, 2018.   

 
Our June Church Offerings 

 
Offerings  

June 
Receipts 

June 
Budget 

Year 
To-Date 

Budget 
To-Date 

 
Current 
Operating 

17,409 23,900 115,806 143,399 

Benevolence 2,426 3,333 10,948 20,000 

Capital 
Campaign 

14,003 9,515 33,874 57,087 

     

Current 
Account 

 
Income 

 
Expenses 

Gain/ 
(Loss) 

 

Current Month 17,409 20,694 -3,285 
Year to Date 115,806 139,203 -23,397 
 
 

Great Things Continue! 
The Summer months are anything but slow here at 
St. John’s.  Youth Summer Trips, Lutherlyn Day 
Camp and Vacation Bible School make St. John’s 
a busy place to be!  Your support of St. John’s is 
also critical.  Please give prayerful attention to 
increasing your giving.  Your giving empowers the 
Mission and Ministry of Jesus Christ here at St. 
John’s. 
 
 
 
 
 

Our June Worship Attendance 
 2017 2018 

1st  Sunday in June 144 150 

2nd  Sunday in June 123 60 (E),    (L) 

3rd Sunday in June 66 (E), 70 (L) 64 (E),      (L) 

4th Sunday in June 40 (E),69 (L) 92 (E),76 (L) 

Average for June 128 147 
 
 

 

 

Heading into the hospital? 
If you or a member of your family is hospitalized, 
please let the office know.  Because of 
confidentiality issues, the hospitals are not as 
helpful in notifying us as they once were.   
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• To Mary Jane Dawson, and 
Naomi Smith for the Newsletter 
mailing. 

• To Alan & Betty Mitchell for 
decorating and setting tables for the 

JOY Lunch Bunch. 

• To Lynda Howlett & Julie Smith for helping with 
the JOY Lunch Bunch. 

• A big thank you to the following: Dirk Ahlgrim, 
Jordain Bowser, Cassidy, Delaney, and Marlee 
Smith, Gene Hughes, Jeanette Nestor, Olivia 
and Sophia Whiteman for providing special 
music during the June and July worship 
services!  

•      Also, thanks and appreciation to Pastor and 
the congregation for sending flowers and well 
wishes   upon completion of my studies this past 
summer. Rebecca Vieth 

• Thank you for the following people who donated 
meals for our Lutherlyn counselors...  
and donated food items for lunch for the week....  
The Bouch Family, the Wranich Family, the 
Adkins family, the Randy Bowser Family, The 
Richardson Family, and the Smith Family...  

• THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO 
CONTINUALLY SUPPORTS OUR CHILDREN 
AND YOUTH PROGRAMS! 

 
Mission Partner of the Month:  each month we 
highlight one of our Mission Partners we support 
either through our benevolence giving or luncheons 
following worship.  This month is Water Missions 
International. 

 

Water Missions is a team of builders.  As 
engineers, marketers, implementers, fundraisers, 
volunteers and donors, each of us is building an 
important piece of a solution that lasts. Each 
engineering plan, pipe fitting, and installation is a 
piece of a solution that God is using to place 
communities around the world back to where He 
intended them to be. We believe we are following 
His blueprint. God never intended for some to have 
safe water and others to suffer. So each of our 
actions—in partnership with yours—adds up to 
lives saved. 

Supported through generous donations designated 
to Water Missions International on your offering 
envelope and annual collections. 

 

 
 

Progressive Workshop Luncheon 
Sunday, September 23, 2018 

Following Worship. 
Sponsored by the Fellowship and Social Ministry 
Committees.  
Bring your appetite and your generous donations to 
support the Progressive Workshop. 
If you are unable to attend the Luncheon, but would 
like to make a donation, please… 
Mark your offering envelope “Progressive 
Workshop” and place in the offering plate during 
Worship. 

 
 

 
 

Cell phones in Church  
Please be courteous to 
your fellow worshipers 
and be sure to turn off 
your cell phone when 
entering the church, or at 
the very least turn the 
ringer to the vibrate 
function. 
Thank you for your 
attention to this important 
matter! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Directories are in! 

If you had your picture taken by Lifetouch for 
our new pictorial directory, there is a directory 
waiting for you at church.  Please pick them up 
before or after worship in the sacristy. 



St. John’s Lutheran Church 8 August 2018 

August 
 

August 5 
Assisting Minister Carol Boarts (E) 
  Gene Hughes (L) 
Lectors Karen Waugaman (E) 
          Joan George (L) 
Comm. Assistants     Karen Waugaman & Carol Boarts (E) 
     Val & Dennis Lager (L) 
Acolyte        Eve Shafer (E) 
             Jackson Lager (L) 
Greeters                      Julie Smith and Family 
Nursery                     Hodak Family 
Ushers                              Keith Livengood & John Graff 
Camera Operator Wyatt Lager 
 
 
 

August 12 
Assisting Minister          Carol Boarts (E) 
            Sara Shafer (L) 
Lectors        Jeff Boarts (E) 
  Lori Young (L) 
Comm. Assistants                                        Jeff Boarts (E) 
Acolyte Tyler McMahon (E) 
        Anna Choncek (L) 
Greeters                                       Bill & Crystal Olinger 
Nursery                                                          Alice Stitt 
Ushers                           Keith Livengood & John Graff 
Camera Operator        Elizabeth John 
 
 
 

August 19 
Assisting Minister                  Keith Livengood (E) 
           Charlesetta Bleakney (L) 
Lectors                       Carol Boarts (E) 
                                                        Tyler Heller (L) 
Comm. Assistants   Keith Livengood & Carol Boarts (E) 
  Gene Hughes & David Lindeman (L) 
Acolyte                                                Robert John (E) 
                                              Sophia Whiteman (L) 
Greeters                                           Whiteman Family 
Nursery               Melanie Mechling & Tyler McMahon 
Ushers                           Keith Livengood & John Graff 
Camera Operator                                Olivia Whiteman 
 
 
 

August 26 
Assisting Minister                                    Julie Smith (E) 
                     Lance Whiteman (L) 
Lectors                             Jil Wranich (E) 
                                Val Lager (L) 
Acolyte                                                Nesta Adkins (E) 
                                                Landon Crissman (L) 
Greeters           Carol Runninger & Donna Livengood 
Nursery                                     Jessica Bailey Family 
Ushers                         Keith Livengood & John Graff 
Camera Operator                               Tyler McMahon 
 
 
 

Teach us to be thankful 
and generous givers, Oh Lord! 

 
 
 

Altar Guild: 
Early: Janice Smith 724-548-8557 

 Betty Mitchell 724-548-2463 

Late: Rose Montgomery 724-548-1218 

 Naomi Smith 724-545-7248 
 
 

Money Counters:  
Diana Ignatz, Keith Livengood, Rick John 

 

Children’s Hour:  

September 12 & 13 
September 19 & 20 
September 26 & 27  

 
St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff: 

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry Julie Smith 
Secretary Tricia Howard 
Sexton Terry Cousins 
Director of Music/Organist Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist Elizabeth Cramer 
 
 

Capital Campaign is Coming this Fall! 
Every three years we run a Capital Campaign as 
we continue to pay off the mortgage on our new 
building.  This Fall we will be running the next 
Capital Campaign for the next three years.  We 
continue make good solid progress toward our goal 
of paying off the mortgage as we continue to work 
on renovating the Education building. 

Please pray for the success of our Campaign. 
 

 


